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ing or hull is removed, forming hull corn,
which is now canned in large quantities and
extensively used for food. But the most
extensive uses of com are in the manufacture
of starch, glucose and alcoholic liquors.
Corn oil is made from the germs, which are
taken from the kernels in the manufacture
of starch and glucose. It is used for burn-
ITALY, 110
RUMANIA, 100
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Fig-ures represent millions of bushels grown
each year.
ing and other purposes. Corn may be fed to
animals either in the ear or when ground into
meal. The stalks are of equal value with
hay, but need to be cut or shredded and are
improved by steaming- and mixing with some
concentrated food. Green corn is extensively
tised as fodder in localities where pasturage
is scarce, and in nearly all dairy countries it
is raised in large quantities for ensilage.
Food Value. Corn and wheat have about
the same food elements and practically the
same food values, as both are rich in starch
and sugars (carbohydrates) and in protein.
Wheat, however, is rich in gluten, while the
reverse is true of corn. It is the sticky prop-
erty of gluten that makes wheat so admirable
a grain for leavened bread, and gives it its
superiority as a human food. All prepara-
tions of com flour are very nutritious and
well repay using as substitutes for wheat
flour.
Production, The United States raises
four-fifths of the corn produced in the world.
The annual erop of .America averages close
to 3,000,000,000 bushels, but in 1917, when
production was stimulated by the war needs
of tte allied nations, the crop reached an
output of 3,247,512,000 bushels, valued at
more than $4,000,000,000. Corn-raising
forms the most extensive agricultural indus-
try of the country, the income from this crop
 exceeding that from wheat and cotton com-
bined, the two next largest crops. The lead-
ing corn-producing states are Illinois, Iowa,
Missouri, Indiana, Nebraska and Ohio,
though the grain is raised in quite large
quantities in other states of the Mississippi
Valley. Other countries producing corn in
considerable quantities are Canada, Mexico,
Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Austria-Hun-
gary, Bulgaria, Rumania, Italy, Eussia,
Spain, India and China.
The ordinary farmer within the great corn
belt produces an average yield of less than
40 bushels per acre. The more careful farm-
ers get an average of about 60 bushels per
acre. Prom the table above it will be noted
that while the cost of growing the 60-bushel
crop is but slightly greater than the cost of
growing the 40-bushel crop, the profits are
more than doubled. Yields of 80 bushels per
acre are not uncommon in all sections of the
great corn belt, and crops of as many as
100 bushels to the acre have been obtained
»mder unusually favorable conditions.
In Canada the average annual yield is
about 60 bushels to the acre. The total crop
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Figures represent average yield per year,
in millions of bushels.
for Canada is generally about 20,000,000
bushels, but the output was reduced during
the World War because of shortage of la-
bor. The cost of producing the crop is much
higher in Canada, but the net profit is about
the same.
Loss Through Waste and Pests. The
United States Department of Agriculture de-
clares that every 100 pounds of cornstalks will
yield 6% pounds of alcohol; in not utilizing
this by-product the agriculturist has been al-
lowing a very great amount of wealth, to go
to waste. No man with the interests of his
fellow-being at heart would advocate an in-
crease of the production of alcohol for im-
proper uses. We do not like to think that
any helpful drug produces drunkards aid aH

